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By ALLAN KOZINN

When Eddie George retired from football in
2005, after nine years as an N.F.L. running
back, he was 32 years old and had racked up
some enviable statistics: 130 consecutive
regular-season game starts, 10,441 rushing
yards and 68 touchdowns, along with the
Heisman Trophy he won at Ohio State
University in 1995. Since then, he has started a

string of businesses, including fitness

programs and a landscape architecture
company, opened a sports-themed restaurant

and been a motivational speaker.

But Mr. George may also hold a record for

. Elsa/Getty Images
which there does not appear to be much Eddie George on the field for the

competition beyond Paul Robeson: former Tennessee Titans in 2003.
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N.F.L. players who have performed
Shakespeare professionally. (That doesn’t count the halfback for the Notre

Dame Fighting Irish, in the 1930s, whose name happened to be William

Shakespeare.) Having already made his debut as a Shakespearean actor playing

the title role in the Nashville Shakespeare Festival’s production of “Julius
Caesar” in 2012, Mr. George is returning to the festival for a second, heftier
Shakespeare role: the title role in “Othello.” The production runs from Jan. 9 to
Feb. 2. (Mr. George will take a break from Jan. 17 to 24, when Byron Brooks
will take his place).

In an interview with The Tennessean, Mr. George said he found a way to relate

the role to his own life, noting that Othello was a military commander without a

war to fight, just as he was a football player who was no longer on a team.

“It’s very much about that transition,” he told the paper, “about the
psychological standpoint of how it affects you. How that energy matures and

evolves, and takes on a life of its own.”
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Comme nt

Gene Engene - Cheney, WA

'Riggins' - correction - Off-o ff-B'way -'02 - 'Gillette' - play not well
received ...

Jan. 3,2014 at 3:54 p.m.

Gene Engene - Cheney, WA

John Riggins has appeared on Broadway, at least briefly, ina
musical, thought he title escapes me ...

Jan.2,2014 at7:35 p.m.

PfP - NYC
What about Paul Robeson? (a pretty glaring oversight).
Dec. 31,2013 at4:29 p.m. - RECOMMENDED 13 1

Debbie - Scarsdale

Paul Robeson is mentioned in the first sentence of the
second paragraph.

Jan.1,2014 at4:57 p.m.
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Saying Farewell to a Rock Icon

Phil Everly, as half of the Everly Brothers, inspired the
Beatles, Linda Ronstadt, Simon and Garfunkel and many
others who recorded their songs and tried to emulate

their ringing vocal alchemy.
| M(_DVIES MUSIC

#
More Arts News & Features

F PLAY MOVIES

Critic’s Notebook: The Vienna Philharmonic Celebrates the

New Year, Twice
BY JAMES R. OESTREICH
At this year’s Vienna Philharmonic annual New Year’s concerts, the

focus was again on the music, not the orchestra’s past.

Anna E. Crouse, Who Championed Discount Tickets for
Broadway, Dies at 97

BY BRUCE WEBER

Ms. Crouse, a force behind the creation of the 40-year-old TKTS
booth, also helped revitalize the struggling Lincoln Center Theater.
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January 06 Departing Broadway Shows Leave on a
Box-Office High
“Spider-Man,” “Annie,” “Betrayal” and “700
Sundays” all wrap up with more than $ 1-million
apiece at the box office.

January 06 ‘The Good Wife’and Peter Bogdanovich’s
Surprise Cameo
Peter Bogdanovich explains how he came to
appear in the final scene of Sunday’s “Good
Wife.”

January 06 The Read Around: Video of Nikki Giovanni
Ms. Giovanni discusses her new book,
“Chasing Utopia,” which includes poems,
short stories and recipes.

January 06 Eurythmics to Reunite for Beatles Tribute
a7 John Mayer, Keith Urban, Maroon 5 and others
will also take part in the show to be broadcast
on CBS on Feb.9, the 50th anniversary of the
Beatles’ first appearance on “The Ed Sullivan
Show.”

January 06 APage of Beethoven May Fetch More
Than $200,000
A page that Beethoven apparently carried
around while composing the “Missa Solemnis”
will be auctioned next week.

Related Blogs
MEDIADECODER | THE CARPETBAGGER

Advertising Age to Print Every Other Week
The trade magazine’s shift from weekly publication follows a
similar move by New York magazine.

‘Smart TVs’Are Next Bet for Makers as Sales Languish
TV makers atthe Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas will
be showing off a range of sets that can connectto the Internet
and run apps.
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Advertising: New Campaign Markets Activia to Wider
Audience

Anew campaign for the yogurt brand aims to reach younger
consumers and men, without the actress Jamie Lee Curtis.

About ArtsBeat

ArtsBeatis a Web site devoted to culture news and reviews, and to
the work and interests of the reporters and critics of The Times’s
culture department and the Book Review. Come here for breaking
stories about the arts, coverage of live events, interviews with
leading cultural figures, critical reviews, multimedia extravaganzas
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